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Art Unit: 3652 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 7-10, 12-15, 17-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Peiter (EP 1202325) (previously cited) in view of FIG. 3 (Applicant's 
Disclosed Prior Art). 

With respect to claims 1 & 24-25, Peiter discloses an integrated material 
transport system comprising a first material transport subsystem 20, 21 , second 
material transport subsystem 10, 11, a shared material transport port 10, and an 
integrated rail subsystem 10, 1 1 wherein a first subsystem transfers material within a 
production bay and between at least two production bays (Para. [0007]; Para. [001 1]) 
and a second subsystem transfers material between two production bays. Further, 
Peiter discloses servicing an elongated opening, e.g. elongated insomuch as it extends 
from a processing machine perpendicularly toward a rail, port 31 of a processing 
machine 30 used by both a first and second transport subsystems (Cols. 1-2), and does 
not disclose an elongated opening within a stocker sidewall. Applicant's FIG. 3 teaches 
a stocker sidewall opening 304 serviced by both first and second transport subsystems 
such that during production wherein integrated circuits are passed among bays of 
production tools, processes and processes sequences, stockers for holding material in 
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queue for processing. Applicant's Specification para. [0002-0003]. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify the apparatus of Peiter to add a stocker, as per the teachings of 
Applicants Prior Art, to store material in queue during processing. 

With respect to claim 3, Peiter discloses a predetermined material stocker 31 is 
between a production bay 30 and a main corridor. 

With respect to claim 4, Peiter discloses a second material transport subsystem 
10, 1 1 is an interbay material transport subsystem. Para. [0039]. 

With respect to claim 5, Peiter discloses a second material transport subsystem 
10, 1 1 is outside of a production bay and within a main corridor. 

With respect to claim 7, Peiter discloses a material transport port 10 is on a main 
corridor side. 

With respect to claim 8, Peiter discloses a ceiling height is 3-5 meters. 

With respect to claim 9, Peiter discloses an integrated rail subsystem 10, 1 1 has 
two rails 10, 20 at different heights. 

With respect to claim 10, Peiter discloses an integrated material transport system 
comprising a first material transport subsystem 20, 21 having an over head transport 
module 21 traveling at a first height, second material transport subsystem 10, 11 having 
an over head shuttle 1 1 traveling at a second height, one material transfer port 31 used 
by a first transport subsystem 20, 21 and a second transport subsystem 10, 1 1, an 
integrated rail subsystem 10, 1 1 servicing both a first material transport subsystem 20, 
21 and a second transport subsystem 10, 1 1. Further, Peiter discloses servicing an 
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elongated opening, e.g. elongated insomuch as it extends from a processing machine 
perpendicularly toward a rail, port 31 of a processing machine 30 used by both a first 
and second transport subsystems (Cols. 1-2), and does not disclose an elongated 
opening within a stocker sidewall. Applicant's FIG. 3 teaches a stocker sidewall opening 
304 serviced by both first and second transport subsystems such that during production 
wherein integrated circuits are passed among bays of production tools, processes and 
processes sequences, stockers for holding material in queue for processing. Applicant's 
Specification para. [0002-0003]. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the apparatus of 
Peiter to add a stocker, as per the teachings of Applicants Prior Art, to store material in 
queue during processing. 

With respect to claim 12, Peiter discloses a material transport port 10 is on a 
main corridor side. 

With respect to claim 13, Peiter discloses a ceiling height is 3-5 meters 103. 

With respect to claim 14, Peiter discloses an integrated rail subsystem 10, 1 1 has 
two rails 10, 20 at different heights. 

With respect to claims 15 & 26, Peiter discloses a method for integrating intrabay 
and interbay material transport providing a first material transport system 20, 21, 
providing a second material transport system 10, 1 1 , and providing a shared material 
transport port 10 and an integrated rail section 10, 11. Further, Peiter discloses 
servicing an elongated opening, e.g. elongated insomuch as it extends from a 
processing machine perpendicularly toward a rail, port 31 of a processing machine 30 
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used by both a first and second transport subsystems (Cols. 1-2), and does not disclose 
an elongated opening within a stocker sidewall. Applicant's FIG. 3 teaches a stocker 
sidewall opening 304 serviced by both first and second transport subsystems such that 
during production wherein integrated circuits are passed among bays of production 
tools, processes and processes sequences, stackers for holding material in queue for 
processing. Applicant's Specification para. [0002-0003]. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify the apparatus of Peiter to add a stocker, as per the teachings of Applicants Prior 
Art, to store material in queue during processing. 

With respect to claim 17, Peiter discloses a predetermined material stocker 31 is 
between a production bay 30 and a main corridor. 

With respect to claim 18, Peiter discloses a second material transport subsystem 
10, 11 is an interbay material transport subsystem. Para. [0039]. 

With respect to claim 19, Peiter discloses a second material transport subsystem 
10, 1 1 is outside of a production bay and within a main corridor. 

With respect to claim 20, Peiter discloses a material transport port 10 is sized to 
accommodate a first material system and a second transport subsystem. 

With respect to claim 21 , Peiter discloses a material transport port 10 is on a 
main corridor side. 

With respect to claim 22, Peiter discloses a ceiling height is 3-5 meters 103. 
With respect to claim 23, Peiter discloses an integrated rail section 10, 1 1 have 
two rail subsystems 10, 20 at different heights. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed December 27, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Rejections on the merits including previously added claim 24 
and including new claims 25 & 26 are noted above. 




elongated opening 



As shown above Peiter's FIG. 1(b) discloses an elongated opening, e.g. formed 
by processing machine 30 and port 31 . Applicant's disclose prior art discloses a load 
port in the side of a stocker. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory W. Adams whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8101. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th., 8:00-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



GWA 




